Connecting homeless
to health care services
BY KATHERINE SAMONEK

T

PHOTO CREDIT: CARLOS MARQUINA

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, trusty cup of “Dunk’s” in hand, dishes on the local scene during an annual trolley tour.

‘Mayor on Main’ highlights economic growth
BY REBECA PEREIRA AND ISABELLA TRAN

T

he annual Mayor on Main trolley tours are in full swing, hoping to elevate the voices of
neighborhood entrepreneurs and their
businesses.
While insulated from the street by
a curb of eager reporters and an entourage of city officials, Mayor Marty
Walsh, dressed casually and, with a
cup of “Dunk’s” joe in hand, mingled
with constituents and sampled local
restaurant foods. The brevity of each
visit did not detract from the mayor’s
message, though: Boston is a city with
“revitalize[ed] neighborhood commercial districts.”
The 22-year-old tradition recognizes
the growth of small businesses and their
contribution to economic development
on main streets. The mayor and city officials will be visiting a total of 12 main
streets districts over four days, presenting Volunteer of the Year and Business

of the Year awards to 40 recipients.
The mayor’s central office has designated 20 districts since the Boston Main
Streets’ conception in 1983, which have
created 1,394 new businesses, 8,176
new jobs and expanded the program’s
reach with the establishment of the
Office of Economic Development, one
of Walsh’s first actions as mayor.
“Economic development is thinking
about growing the city, not just the big
companies that come to our city, but the
small businesses,” Walsh said on day
one of his tour at the Bowdoin Geneva
Main Street District.
Cape Verdean Taste, the Bowdoin
Geneva Main Streets Business of the
Year award winner, represents small
businesses that were not only brought
to Boston but, as immigrant-owned
establishments, were brought to the
United States.
The restaurant’s owner, an Ethiopian
entrepreneur, relied briefly on the
Office’s assistance and expressed her

gratitude to the mayor Tuesday by donning traditional Ethiopian attire and
the symbol of her tribe, two black lines
painted onto each cheekbone.
The creation of the Office of
Economic Development, presented an
opportunity to unify local businesses
under “one roof, one mission,” and one
leader, who is John Barros, Chief of
Economic Development.
Barros noted that aid provided to
Cape Verdean Taste exemplifies his
office’s responsibility to “gently push
[businesses] to do the right thing
while trying to not adversely affect the
business.”
“The troubleshooting that we do at
the mayor’s office now is much more
sensitive to small businesses and their
demands,” he said.
Barros, a former small business
owner, used his first-hand knowledge

MAYOR ON MAIN
continues on page 2

he Boston Health Care for Homeless
Program is the main connector for the
services that provide extensive care to
many of the homeless people on the street corners of Boston.
From medical, dental, therapeutic and general health necessities, the BHCHP has been
helping homeless men, women and children
since opening in 1985.
Instead of providing services through people employed by the program, the BHCHP creates partnerships with local organizations in
order to establish its them.
“We serve as primary care physicians and
others are secondary. We’re built into the fabric of other hospitals,” said Julie Bogdanski,
administrative assistant at the BHCHP.
The BHCHP makes a point to partner with
licensed physicians, doctors, orthodontists
and therapists. Those at the Jean Yawkey
Place believe that all homeless people deserve
to have paid professionals provide the same
high quality health care on the street as others
do in conventional health care settings.
“Care comes first, it doesn’t matter where
you come from or if you have insurance, if you
have paperwork or documents, we’ll take care
of you. After the fact, we’ll have a benefits coordinator sit down with you to help get you
insurance and ID,” said Bogdanski.
Currently, there are over 60 health care
clinics located in Boston dedicated to making
health care accessible for the homeless, according to the BHCHP.
One of the opportunities given to homeless people through the BHCHP is the option
of housing. The state provides these housing units for them to live comfortably in a

BHCHP continues on page 4

Bringing stories from
the shadows to light
BY ALISON CROSS

I

t was supposed to be a one-year assignment, but treating Boston’s homeless population turned into Dr. James
J. O’Connell’s career and passion that has
lasted 33 years.
O’Connell has served thousands of patients and is president of the Boston Health
Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP), a
Boston clinic. In 2015, he compiled career anecdotes and published a book, “Stories from
the Shadows: Reflections of a Street Doctor.”
O’Connell came into his work in the 80s, a
decade which saw a greater number of mental
and physical disabilities in America’s homeless.

SHADOWS continues on page 11

Teaching moment
BY JASON TRAFTON

A

s the number of school
shootings has risen,
President
Donald
Trump and the National Rifle
Association have pushed for
arming school teachers and
other faculty to defend against
active shooters.
This has been debated since
before the 2012 Sandy Hook
Elementary School shooting in
Connecticut, but some conservative lawmakers intensified
their efforts after the Parkland
(Fla.) High School shooting in
February. Many disagree with the
idea, specifically student activists
and teachers.
Educators and school staff
in the Boston area have also expressed their concerns about giving weapons to teachers.
“The more guns that are
around, the more people will get
hurt,” said one teacher attending an end of the year event at
Boston International Newcomers
Academy, a school specifically
for immigrant students. The
teacher requested anonymity.

Teachers interviewed at the
event stressed the importance of
understanding and treating mental illness with the occurrence of
23 national shootings this year.
They also encouraged close communication between police and
schools to prevent violence.
Barbara Madeloni, president
of the Massachusetts Teachers
Association, has argued against
arming school staff, saying in a
statement, “The president's suggestion that we arm educators is
simply outrageous.”
On March 14, after the
Parkland shooting, about 50,000
students and activists walked out
of their schools and participated
in protests throughout Boston.
A Boston Latin School graduate, Janna Ranadan, took part in
the March For Our Lives protest.
She opposes the idea of giving
teachers guns.
“The job of the teacher is incredibly stressful,” Ranadan
said. She added that a teacher
has enough to do just being an
educator, and that firearms in
their lives may be too much for

them to handle.
Graciela Mohamedi, a
Rockland High School physics
teacher and a former US Marine,
dismissed the idea of arming
teachers, saying “educators are
not trained” and even “police
have a one-third shot of hitting
their target.”
Mohamedi, who organizes
protests for ending school violence, asked how can schools
afford guns when there is not
enough money for basic classroom necessities.
She believes that if schools
were better at detecting the
warning signs of mental illness,
more troubled students could be
identified.
This issue of guns in classrooms seems to have resulted in
an increase in activism in young
people. Students have shown,
even though many of the them
are not old enough to vote, they
still understand how government
and policy-making work.
“Just because we are young,”
Ranadan said, “it doesn’t mean
we don’t know what’s going on.”

Superintendent search presents
opportunity for community involvement
BY ISABELLA TRAN AND REBECA PEREIRA

A

s he works to replace Boston School Supt.
Tommy Chang, Mayor Martin Walsh said he
wants to provide the community with opportunities to become involved in the search process.
Amid Chang’s abrupt resignation last week,
Walsh is left searching for a replacement before the
expiration of Chang’s five-year contract.
Walsh appointed Chang as superintendent in
2015. Chang’s departure has contributed to uncertainty surrounding school management.
The timing of Chang’s resignation was questioned in light of a lawsuit filed against Boston Public
Schools. The suit alleges BPS disclosed student information to the federal Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) leading to a gang-related arrest.
In a public statement, Chang disavowed the
claims by stating that “BPS will continue to welcome
and support immigrant students in our schools, and
honor their Constitutional right to a free and uninterrupted public school education.”
Rather than fixating on the circumstances of
Chang’s departure, Walsh stressed forward-thinking
transitioning to the next school year.
“My first concern is making sure the district is
stable and that people are comfortable with us moving forward,” he said.
An interim has yet to be named, however Walsh
said that the “interim person won’t be sitting back, not
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doing anything; that person will be moving forward.”
In the last superintendent search, which culminated in Chang’s employment, a Search Committee
assisted Walsh’s decision. In a statement at the time,
Search Committee Co-Chair Dr. Hardin Coleman
described the qualities sought after in a superintendent as “a commitment to excellence and equity;
bold, innovative thinking; and a sense of urgency to
improve outcomes for all students.”
To involve the community, the Search Committee
held public forums enabling students, parents, and
faculty to express their collective opinion.
Fielding input from community members, including parents and the Boston Teachers’ Union, which
have been vocal groups during previous superintendent searches, will likely be revisited, Walsh shared
with The Renaissance while on his Mayor on Main
trolley tour.
“We’re going to bring some people in to talk
about what they think is the answer,” Walsh said.
He plans to consult with students, principals, and
teachers.
Ultimately, Walsh said he intends to deliver reassurance and align himself with the interests of the
populace.
“I think that parents demand high quality across
the board,” Walsh said. “We have to expect high
quality across the board. And that’s something that
we need to strive for.”
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MAYOR ON MAIN continued from page 1
of the struggles of local business owners to help rehabilitate
Boston businesses. One measure of relief is the Neighborhood
Access Loan Fund, which grants micro-loans of $5,000 up to
$100,000 with five percent interest to financially insecure
businesses.
“Business might be slow, or they’ve just started up and nobody is there and they’ve got to get the word out, whatever it
is,” Barros said. “Those are the kinds of things we do to really
meet small businesses’ needs.”
The goal is to enable businesses to contribute positively
to their communities, a process that can be deterred by financial difficulties. Setrena Curry, who facilitated Boston’s
Vietnamese New Year celebration, and 4 Corners Yoga
and Wellness, which offers free yoga classes, received the
Volunteer and Business of the Year awards respectively for
affecting change in their district.
“Shop local,” Walsh urged bystanders, reminding the crowd
that, not only does the community rely on the “vibrancy” of
local businesses, but “Main Street success really depends
upon the community.”
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ABOUT US
BY MARIA CASTRO-RODRIGUEZ

A

dults constantly give us the
same advice: “Enjoy your
childhood, it only lasts so
long!” They ask why we want to grow
up so fast, or why we never take time to
enjoy ourselves.
For many of us, our childhoods
ended Dec. 14, 2012, when a shooter
walked into Sandy Hook Elementary
and killed 20 children.
They call us the generation of
school shootings.
Adults said they would do everything they could to protect us. At first
we believed them, but after 180 shootings on school campuses, including
the tragedy in Parkland, Fl., we knew
we could no longer rely on them.
We didn’t choose to grow up, we
were forced to. Thanks to mainstream

student activists such as Emma
Gonzalez, Jaclyn Corin and David
Hogg, we have become a part of the
Never Again Movement that is lead by
the students.
No student should be afraid to go to
school or have to continually look over
their shoulder in order to feel safe.
As a paper consisting of men and
women (mostly women), we strongly
believe in gender equality. When people identify us solely by our bodies, we
fight back by outsmarting them with
our minds.
When we hear ignorant comments
such as, “You already have equal
rights,” we answer with undeniable
evidence such as a 20 percent gender
pay gap, and explain how the #MeToo
movement is proof that we do not have

the same respect we are owed.
Our newspaper staff consists of
16 students interested in journalism, which upholds and defends the
Constitutional freedoms of expression and press. Our purpose is to notify the people of what goes on in our
society and combat “Fake News” with
the truth.
Our paper touches upon poverty,
immigration, climate change and so
much more. We want to show you
that age is just a number and that our
voices matter.
We are The Boston Renaissance.
We want to reach all audiences, we are
eager to create change and are ready
for any challenges that come our way.
We anticipate the rebirth of Boston, the
nation, and ultimately, the world.

The Boston Globe
Regis College
Simmons College
New England
Newspaper and
Press Association
John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library
and Museum
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For more stories, photos, and highlights from this week, visit nehsjc.org/TheRenaissance
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The price to be paid
for education
BY JENNY FERM

T

Collaborative art piece by the student immigrants of Boston International.
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Student immigrants of Boston share their stories
BY SAMUEL RIVERA

S

these student immigrants.
Yorsalem Brhane, 17, an immigrant
from Sudan has been in the United States
for the past five years. She was 12 years
old when she immigrated, but had only
completed the third grade.
Brhane talked about the school system in Sudan and the lack of interest in
the students. Her school did little to help
her progress and expand her knowledge.
Coming to the United States had one of
the biggest impacts on her life, she said.
Brhane attends Boston International
High, a BPS school. It provides several
options for student immigrants, including the The Newcomers Academy for
immigrants. At school, Brhane was encouraged by her English teacher to join
the debate team and is in student government. She is also in an AP college prep
program called Let’s Get Ready.
“For once, a school gave me a chance to
be truly educated,” said Brhane.
Toni Jackson, coordinator of extended learning for BPS, described the
Newcomers Academy as helping students

who have minimal education or had their
schooling interrupted. The program focuses on teaching English while students
attend regular classes.
Jackson said, in an email, there are a
number of programs, such as Sociedad
Latina, which supports schools that
work with Latin youth. In terms of Boston
Public Schools, there is the Office of
English Language Learners, which supports teachers and families.
Sociedad Latina’s website said its mission is to nourish immigrants to become
self-sustaining and proud of their cultural
heritage. The OELL focuses on education
and provides support needed to ensure
access to opportunities, according to its
website.
Both Xu and Brhane immigrated to the
United States for a better life. The schools
they attend are helping them with these
challenges.
“I feel like up until coming to this
school I’ve been blind,” said Brhane.
“Now I feel like my eyes are finally beginning to open.”

BHCHP continued from page 1

created.“[This] program was made just to
say ‘look, I’ve been there,’” said Adams.
As the BHCHP battles homelessness in
the Boston area, it has implemented precautions to increase patient safety within
the shelters.
One such precaution is a reverse motion detector that sets off an alarm in a patient’s bathroom after two minutes if there
is no motion detected.
This is to alarm staff to check on patients who may be struggling with drug
addiction. “[The BHCHP] has an average
of five overdoses in the building every-

day,” said O’Connell.
To the BHCHP, the wellbeing of the
homeless is what matters. The care it
provides will continuously improve their
lives. This is shown by some staying to
give back to the program.
Being a part of the Board of Directors
at BHCHP, Adams commented, “It’s like a
drug, the more I helped people, the more
it made me want to do it.”
Adams’ life has been stable now for
the past 33 years. “They wouldn’t give up
on me.”

herry Xu immigrated to the United
States from Shanghai, China, with
the hope of becoming an average American. After years of studying
English, becoming involved in extracurricular activities at Boston Latin School,
and socializing around Boston, she
achieved her goal of integrating into
American culture.
There are thousands of high school
students all across Boston, and the United
States, with similar stories.
For Xu, teachers and faculty took a
special interest in her, connecting her with
the school’s orchestra and volunteer opportunities in the community. They also
helped Xu obtain her lifeguard license so
she could obtain a summer job.
“The first three months are the hardest for an immigrant,” Xu said about her
introduction to the United States. “The
biggest problem is getting over the language barrier.”
Members of the Boston Public School
(BPS) system make it a priority to help

home, however, this comes with it’s
challenges.
“New place, new problems: that’s the
thing where they put people in places,
sometimes way far out, and people seem
to lose their way because they get out
there and they don’t know anybody,”
added Larry Adams, a patient and Board
of Director member at the BHCHP.
The loneliness and depression that can
follow this transition into housing can become difficult for the homeless to handle.
Because of this, the Center of Change was
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he college experience is often considered a dream among American
students, but with the high financial costs, those dreams can quickly turn
into monetary nightmares.
According to a 2010 New York Times
story, college tuition sticker prices have
nearly doubled over the last 30 years.
Tuitions after World War II dropped substantially with the passing of the GI Bill,
but the numbers began to climb as economic inflation came creeping back into
a post-war America.
uAspire is a non-profit organization
based in Boston that has been combating this college financial stress since
1985. The company works with both high
school and college students to navigate financial award letters, tuitions, loans and
due dates, among others.
Beginning to research scholarships as
soon as possible can help ease the stress
of paying for higher education, according
to Allie Negron, an advisor working on
the Afford program.
“There's so much going on within senior year of high school. They are doing
applications, financial aid applications,
courses, working, so it's easy to get lost.”
she said.
uAspire is broken up into three programs: Afford, Succeed, and Virtual
Learning. The advisors reach out to students through text message, phone calls,
and one-on-one meetings to discuss affording college.
Through uAspire, students from 15
different states in the United States have
been able to create a financial plan using
the establishment’s resources. What the
organization can’t change is the state and
federal governments level of contributions to the students’ tuition.
“What you find is the expenses have
gone up, and the share of money that
used to come from state governments
has not increased to match those cost increases,” said Jason Johnson, the director
of communications and public relations
at uAspire.
“So what happens is schools turn towards tuitions to fill those gaps,” he said.
Student debt owed by the average Massachusetts college graduate is
$31,466 – the sixth highest rate in the
country, according to the Institute for
College Access and Success
However, a report from credit.com
suggests that some students are suffocating in debt that can reach close to hundreds of thousands of dollars. That same
report indicates no sign of a decline in
graduates debts, and in fact it only seems
to be getting worse.
Despite the increasing debt trend,
uAspire has set new standards for
students.
“We want students to know what they
are getting themselves into. We know it
can be confusing, so we want to help,”
Johnson said.
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Charles makes grade, but work to be done
BY DANIELLE DENMAN

T
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hough The Standells may “love
that dirty water”, they may be
interested to know that the
Charles River recently received an ‘A-’
bacterial water quality rating from the
Environmental Protection Agency.
There are some experts, however,
who say that the A- rating does not tell
the whole story.
Robert Zimmerman, Executive
Director of the Charles River
Watershed Association, said there
is still work to be done to make the
Charles environmentally sound.
“The Charles, according to the
EPA, is the cleanest urban river in
the country,” said Zimmerman. “So
we should get an ‘A’ when you grade
us against all other urban rivers.
However, that doesn’t actually mean
the river is clean.”
The CRWA, a non-profit organization devoted to keeping the Charles
clean, proposes new ideas and techniques that may further improve
water quality. An educational component also teaches the community
about climate change and how to
properly interpret data.
Zimmerman stressed that Boston
area residents should not be lulled
into believing that the environmental
hazards of the water are completely
resolved. He said that data and computer models calculating the future
conditions of climate change are not
necessarily accurate.
“So far the IPCC [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change]
models have missed on the conservative side what’s actually happening in the world,” said Zimmerman.
“Meaning that the IPCC is anticipating that things are a lot better than
they actually are… We are beginning
to experience consequences far more
rapidly with greater severity than

what we had anticipated.”
The CRWA has identified some key
issues affecting the Charles, one being
wastewater, which is a roadblock to
restoring the natural flow of the river.
Wastewater has been filtered the
same way since the 19th century. The
CRWA has proposed a new technique
for filtering and repurposing this
wastewater, which has the possibility
to be both more environmentally and
cost efficient.
According to the CRWA,
Community Water and Energy
Resource Centers, or CWERCs, take
wastewater and filter the organic material commonly known as “waste.”
This byproduct is fed to bugs which

decompose it to produce methane
gas. This methane gas is very similar to natural gas, and while half of
the gas produced is used to power
the CWERC, the other half can be
sold. The then filtered water could be
used for anything besides drinking or
bathing.
For Charles
River abutters,
Zimmerman advised it is most important to stay educated from a reliable source, and use that knowledge
to elect officials who will be a driving
force towards reforming our environment and bodies of water.
“We need to invest in change,”
Zimmerman underscored. “If we don’t
insist on this, it won’t happen.”
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An A- rating from the EPA doesn’t tell the whole story of the Charles.

IT AIN’T EASY BEING GREEN, BUT BOSTON IS TRYING
BY JARED SARGENT

T

he trees that Boston officials
have been planting around the
city aren’t just a nice part of the
scenery; they’re removing damaging
greenhouse gas emissions from the air.
The effort is part of the city’s
Climate Action Plan, which intends to
reduce Boston’s net carbon footprint
to zero by 2050. The plan will lower
the city’s emissions in steps: aiming
for a 25 percent reduction by 2020
and a 50 percent reduction by 2030,
both based on 2005 conditions.
According to the Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Inventory, the city is on track
for the 2020 benchmark; however,

Boston’s Environment Commissioner
Carl Spector stressed that a great deal
of work would still need to be done for
Boston to reach the goal.
“We can’t let up because there’s
still work to do,” Spector said. “Boston
is continuing to grow, so we have to
make sure we’re more than compensating for the growth.”
Not all of Boston’s efforts go according to plan, however. In 2007,
Mayor Thomas Menino pledged that
Boston would plant 100,000 trees by
2020. However, the city has struggled
to meet these expectations.
“We have not made a lot of progress on the overall goal,” Spector said,
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after discussing the tree planting at a
City Council meeting, “We’ve had
an increase in what are called street
trees, but street trees are only about
10 percent of the total number of trees
in Boston.”
Energy use in buildings accounts
for about three quarters of the city’s
greenhouse gas emissions. According
to a Climate Action Plan update,
Boston’s focus on green building standards has played a considerable role
in greenhouse gas reductions.
City officials have also taken steps
to include the community in the plan.
The Greenovate Boston program
seeks to inform Bostonians about

climate change and also get people
involved in finding solutions.
Spector spoke to the city’s efforts
to involve the community, listing community meetings, advisory committees and a climate leaders program
used to obtain feedback as just a few
ways the Boston community is engaged in the effort.
“Policies and programs won’t be
effective if they don’t have the general
support of the community. And that’s
all sectors of the community,” Spector
said, “All different neighborhoods, all
different parts of the economy, all different institutions- we need them to
be engaged.”
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Alison Cross

Danielle Denman

A natural-born leader, Alison Cross, 17, who prefers to
go by “Ali,” is not only the editor-in-chief of her school
newspaper, but also president of her church’s youth
group. She hopes to study journalism and political science in college, and would love to study abroad anywhere in the world as long she has the Beatles or Bob
Dylan blasting through her record player. A public advocate at heart, Alison has participated in The Women’s
March and organized her high school’s walkout against
gun violence. Her main goal is to help those who are not
of age to vote have a voice. BY MARIA CASTRO-RODRIGUEZ

Danielle Denman, 16, is active in her political community,
never letting her inability to vote stop her from making
a difference. As a volunteer for the League of Women
Voters, Danielle attends City Council meetings while campaigning for new nominees. She also organized a walkout at Gloucester High School as part of the #NeverAgain
movement. Danielle is not interested in a political career
and instead wants to pursue her passion for journalism.
She watches documentaries, hangs out with friends, goes
to the beach, dreams of traveling and dotes on her cat.

Carlos Marquina

Emma Williams

Once you meet him, it is obvious that Carlos Marquina,
a rising senior at Lowell High School, will make an
impact. He moved from Venezuela two years ago, and
speaks English nearly fluently. He is still working on
bridging the language gap and hopes to take higherlevel classes such as calculus and engineering. Carlos,
18, is an avid fan of Latino-American music, meeting new people, and creating music on his guitar. He
is drawn to journalism because he wants to exercise
America’s right to freedom of speech to cover what is
happening with Venezuela’s government. BY CAROL LIU

Emma Williams, 17, came from a family of avid travelers and has ventured all over the world, including Italy,
Puerto Rico, and the Bahamas. Emma incorporates
her knowledge from these experiences into her life as
a rising senior at Pilgrim High School, writing for her
school newspaper. She also serves as the lead scenic
designer for the drama program, is captain of the golf
team and participates in the Math League. She hopes
to pursue her passion for world cultures by integrating
lessons from her travels while studying journalism and
film in college. BY ISABELLA TRAN

Carol Liu

Isabella Tran

Carol Liu is a first-generation Chinese-American
who has never lived outside of her hometown of
Westborough. Carol visited China when she was 5 and
her fluency in Mandarin Chinese instilled a love for her
heritage and culture. After diving into reporting, Carol
found a passion that has inspired her. Journalism is an
outlet in which she can spread some good to the world
around her. Her philosophy of staying true to herself
has enhanced her love for writing and reporting, and
she wishes to carry that same belief into her work as a
journalist. BY JENNY FERM

Isabella Tran, 15, is a smart, creative, and passionate
writer and reader. This devotion has led to other activities. If eight years playing the piano and flute and running the school book club were not enough, Isabella
has gone out of her way to introduce Latin to younger
students. As a self-described “Boston strong” young
woman she seeks to pursue journalism. At Boston
Latin School, she found her love for writing and the
English language. She currently is the news editor of
her school’s newspaper and hopes for a career in journalism. BY JASON TRAFTON

BY ALISON CROSS
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Jared Sargent

Jason Trafton

Jared Sargent, 17, has been absorbed with writing for
the majority of his life. From writing fiction pieces in
elementary school to journalistic pieces at Auburn High
School in Massachusetts, writing has long been an underlying passion. Jared also excels on the soccer and
track teams. Both writing and sports provide Jared with
constant opportunities to challenge himself. Whether
at the desk or on the field, Jared feels he’s always faced
with something fresh and something to improve upon.

Jason Trafton, 17, of Alfred, Maine, considers himself
an open and honest person, reflected in his desire for
journalistic transparency and responsibility. With a
quiet exterior, Jason has strong opinions, a unique sense
of humor, and a desire to do good in the world. He just
completed his junior year at Massabesic High School.
He recently became president of his school’s debate
and political science club and just finished a week at
Boys State, a leadership and government camp for high
school juniors. Jason is passionate about the relationship between government and the press. BY JULIA SCOTT

BY KATHERINE SAMONEK

Jenny Ferm

Julia Scott

Jenny Ferm, 17, is a rising senior at Raymond (N.H.)
High School. She is on the debate team and the track
team. Jenny is a dual citizen of the United States and
Sweden. She identifies with her American roots because of the freedom America has to offer. It is her love
and desire for freedom that has sparked a passion for
journalism. Jenny holds the First Amendment in high
esteem as a devoted student journalist. She wants to
combine her love for writing and traveling and wants
to write a historical fiction book.

Julia Scott, 17, a rising senior at Bellows Free Academy
in St. Albans, Vt., seems to be involved in nearly everything at her high school, from the theater program,
where she plays the crucial role of the stage manager, to
the Math League, which she enjoys despite its difficulty.
She also has a strong interest in the visual arts and is
a determined artist who enjoys drawing, painting, and
ceramics. Julia hopes to study technical theater – running the production side of the operation – in college
with either a double major or a minor in English.

BY TOUNAROUZE EL YAZIDI

BY JARED SARGENT

Katherine Samonek

Kenya Bailey

Katherine Samonek is a 17-year-old from Monroe,
Conn. She does numerous amazing things in her daily
life. She is able to balance school while running on the
cross-country team. She also serves as president of her
school’s political action club and debate team. Guitar,
piano, and flute are a few of the instruments Katherine
plays, with the guitar being her favorite. She has a loving family, which includes her twin brother and parents.
Katherine one day aspires to be a journalist working at
either The Boston Globe or New York Times.
BY SAMUEL RIVERA

Even before she has finished high school, Kenya Bailey,
18, has traveled to West Africa and written for her
school newspaper. Her interaction with African culture
introduced her to a world perspective and inspired her
to pursue a double major in journalism and public relations at Marist College in New York. Kenya’s teacher at
Stamford High School sparked her interest in reporting, but her trip to West Africa convinced her when she
saw African children fighting for an empty water bottle.
Now she aspires to travel and inform others by making
a difference through journalism. BY EMMA WILLIAMS

Maria Castro-Rodriguez

Rebeca Pereira

When Maria Castro-Rodriguez was 6, she started keeping a journal to help her learn English. Born in America,
she moved to Puerto Rico and returned to the United
States. After two years and countless journals, she developed a love of writing. Maria, 16, said she is determined to be on the front lines of journalism to ask the
hard questions. With the help of her teacher at Masuk
High School in Monroe, Conn., Maria was able to write
for her school paper. As a rising senior she has hopes to
continue studying journalism.
BY KENYA BAILEY

Rebeca Pereira, 16, is interested in many things, especially journalism and law. Her curiosity and ability to
speak more than one language encouraged her to pursue journalism. Rebeca was born in Brazil and raised
in the United States. She attends Malden High School
where she is part of the National Honor Society. She
also is on the staff of the student newspaper. Rebeca is
involved in improving her community and her school.
In 2017 she became the president of a feminist club.
When not in school, Rebeca spends time traveling with
her family. BY CARLOS MARQUINA

Samuel Rivera

Tounarouze El Yazidi

Sam Rivera, 17, a graduate from A.I. Prince Technical
High School in Hartford, has a passion for writing and
will pursue journalism at Brigham Young University in
Idaho. While he has his own professional ambitions,
Sam’s greatest goal is to be a good example to his
three younger brothers. Sam is the first person in his
family to graduate from high school. He converted to
Mormonism and was baptized last November. While he
has diverged from his upbringing spiritually, Sam has
maintained his childhood love of video games, basketball, and classic family movies. BY REBECA PEREIRA

Living in Marrakech, Morocco, Touna, 16, loves traveling and exploring other cultures. It is what brought her
to Hebron Academy in Maine, where she will be a senior.
Exploring aspects of culture like food and architecture
were vital to her experiences abroad. Taking inspiration from these interests, she is passionate about photographing what she is most curious about. Touna enjoys
sharing parts of society unseen by others with her camera. She does not shy from capturing the “nitty-gritty”
details of her subjects. She is looking into colleges in the
United States, France and Spain. BY DANIELLE DENMAN
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Boston Public Market:
Welcome community for all
BY CAROL LIU

I

n the midst of the busy city of Boston
lies Boston Public Market, a charming escape filled with fresh food,
handmade wooden bowls, succulents,
and thousands of other precious discoveries. But what makes Boston Public
Market so loved is the positive and welcoming environment.
Everything in Boston Public Market
is either produced or originates in New
England, and it calls itself a communitybuilding space.
“I love a place that isn’t a food
court, everything’s fresh,” said a local.
“I also love coming for the people, the
environment.”
“Everybody here is local, and it’s diverse,” said Sara Zarcone, who works at
Peterman’s Boards and Bowls, a place
selling wooden bowls all handmade in
Gill. Their bowls are made from wood
from fallen trees, an environmentally
friendly practice.
Ariel Gustowski from Stow
Greenhouses said she enjoys how
Boston Public Market is very personal.
She said the customers will describe
what plants they like and reveal a lot
PHOTO CREDIT: CAROL LIU
about themselves, a personal relation
Scenes from inside and outside the market.
that isn’t always found in other markets.
Boston Public Market is supportive of
small, local businesses. Daynna Ramos
Hannah Farm and Urban Farming Institute.
from FoodCares Boston said their store supports
“We support small businesses, help them bea number of small farmers in Boston, including come independent,” said Ramos.

HISTORIC BOSTON BUILDINGS MARK ANNIVERSARY
BY JULIA SCOTT

T

PHOTO CREDIT: JULIA SCOTT

The Strand Theatre is 100 years old.
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he year 2018 marks important anniversaries of six historic sites in
Boston, including the Old Corner
Bookstore and the Strand Theatre.
However, despite the rich histories of
both these buildings, they were nearly
demolished.
Originally built as a house and apothecary shop in 1718, the Old Corner
Bookstore on School Street is best known
for its time as the publishing house of
Tickner and Fields, according to Historic
Boston Incorporated.
The publishing house became a meeting place for many of the writers. It published and featured well-known authors
like Ralph Waldo Emerson, Louisa May
Alcott, and Nathaniel Hawthorne.
HBI, led by executive director Kathy
Kottaridis, has managed the property
since 1960.
“These buildings continue to survive and serve the real needs of today’s
Bostonians. That’s their best key to preservation,” said Kottaridis.
The Old Corner Bookstore faced the

threat of destruction first, in 1960. An
urban renewal plan called for the clearing
of the corner lot to make way for a new
parking lot.
The HBI formed in response to the
potential loss. This group was able to
preserve the Old Corner Bookstore as a
commercial space. The HBI has worked
to preserve or manages 24 other historic
properties using revenue from the Old
Corner Bookstore.
“This building, along with just a few
others, have really witnessed so many
changes in the Boston landscape over time
and we’re fortunate to have it and a few
others to really see where we’ve been and
to imagine the changes that have taken
place over time,” said Kottaridis.
While younger than the Old Corner
Bookstore, the Strand Theatre located in
Dorchester shares this experience. The
Strand Theatre opened in 1918 as a vaudeville hall and silent movie theater.
The theater catered predominantly to
the African American and immigrant population of the area. Entertainers like Fred

Allen, Fanny Brice, and Alfred Hitchcock
performed at the Strand Theatre through
the decades, according to the Dorchester
Atheneum.
Melodi Greene is the current general
manager of the Strand Theatre and has
held the position for 14 years.
“Dorchester is probably one of the most
diverse communities in the city. We have
every ethnicity in this area. The Strand has
served many people of different cultures
throughout the years and continues to do
that,” said Greene.
In 2003, the Strand Theatre was in a
state of disrepair. The building was slated
for demolition before then-Mayor Thomas
Menino intervened with a task force to
renovate and preserve the Strand.
Greene echoed Kottaridis ideas for the
preservation and future for her own building.
“I don’t think you can separate the past
from what’s in the future. Productions of
course are becoming more modern… I
think that through the years everybody
recognizes that you have to have a blend
of the old and the new,” said Greene.
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Ink-stained streets
BY MARIA CASTRO-RODRIGUEZ

A

s he carefully pulled the centuriesold Boston Gazette out of its plastic
sleeve to show the texture of the cotton paper, Emmanuel Paraschos takes his
visitors behind the scenes of his creation,
the Boston Journalism Trail.
“I was born into a family of journalists
who owned a small chain of newspapers in
Athens. I never wanted to do anything else;
I have ink in my veins,” said Paraschos.
Forced to leave his home in Athens, Greece
due to a coup d’etat, Paraschos came to America
looking to continue his passion for journalism.
After teaching at the Missouri School
of Journalism, University of Arkansas and
now Emerson College, Sage Publishers
asked Paraschos to do a chapter in the history of journalism in Boston.
“I had just arrived here so I took it on.
I thought it was a great idea and when I
started looking around, sure enough, five of
the seven first newspapers in America were
published here in Boston,” said Paraschos.
“I took it upon myself to find out where
they were located because we have the freedom trail and the women’s history trail, so I
said that this was a unique opportunity; the
journalism trail,” he added.
After locating 39 historical journalism
sites in Boston and collecting over 50 differ-

ent newspapers and magazines, Paraschos
constructed a book that shows people
where the journalism industry began.
“I created a little booklet to give out for
free to those at the conference and it got
great reviews, great reports, people were
really impressed. I put it online and it got
495,000 hits from all over the world,” said
Paraschos.
After a lifetime of journalism, Paraschos
has decided to retire, but intends to leave a
token of wisdom with his students and staff
before his departure.
“It is slightly a personal decision not academic or scholarly. I wanted to leave something to the department in my name,” said
Paraschos. “All of these are going to be left
at the library, our library, so future teachers
will be able to use them and students will be
able to touch and feel them.”
He decided to leave all of the historical
newspapers collected while researching the
trail at Iwasaki Library at Emerson College
as a way for his name to be remembered.
Aside from his decision to retire, Paraschos
continues to spread his love for journalism
through his students and personality.
“That's the last big thing I learned about
this project. Who would have thought that
the pledge of allegiance was written by a
Boston journalist?”

ACTIVISM: THE NEW JOURNALISM?
BY KATHERINE SAMONEK

J

ournalists routinely strive to cover
activists and controversial issues in
an unbiased manner. But to the public it may appear that mainstream media
is biased, in part because they are asking
tougher questions and the public is possibly confused about the difference between
opinion writing and advocacy journalism.
Advocacy journalism drops the pretense
of objectivity in favor of factually expressing a viewpoint. Opinion writing is meant to
be opinionated, but for mainstream media
that opinion is based on factual reporting.
“We’re seeing a lot of high level, persuasive and advocacy journalism; journalism that
makes an argument. . . I think we’re going to
continue to see more of that and I think that’s
a good thing,” said Wesley Lowery, a national
reporter for The Washington Post who previously worked at The Boston Globe.
Lowery, an African American who gained
notoriety for covering the Black Lives Matter
movement, explained that it is not difficult to
suppress his personal opinions. He knows it
is his role as a reporter to be objective.
“Our job is to tell the truth and always
hold people accountable, though that’s not
always going to be popular,” Lowery said.
Lowery believes that reporters need to
ask tough, sometimes controversial questions which will provide broadened perspectives for the public. Sometimes those
tough questions can appear to be biased,
but the goal is to get honest answers.
Editorial writers, like The Boston Globe’s
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Marcela García, have more flexibility about
being subjective. Traditionally, the Opinion
and Op-ed pages are designed specifically
for this kind of expression.
There’s a distinction between editorials
and news that the public may not always recognize. TV personalities like Rachel Maddow
straddle the line between journalism and
opinion, further muddying the waters.
That’s not to say that editorialists solely
rely on their own opinions. They still have
to reach out and talk to sources on all sides
of an issue before giving their subjective,
but informed, opinion on it, García said.
“There’s this idea of balance, so you don’t
want to always be listening to the same type
of people. I think that’s one big difference between activists and journalists,” García said.
García sees part of her role as giving a
voice to the people of the Boston.
García has written on the controversial issue of gun violence in reaction to the
Parkland shooting back in February. The editorial provides contact information of senators
at Washington D.C., as it encourages readers
to reach out to them to change legislation.
Then in April, García and the board produced a “fake” front page predicting President
Donald Trump’s first year in office. Here, they
told Republicans that they need to stand up
against President Trump’s plans.
“It becomes harder when things are not
so black and white, that’s when the lines
harder to draw, but I see everything as activism, I’m not sure if that’s good or bad,
that’s just how I feel it is,” said García.

PHOTO CREDIT: TOUNAROUZE EL YAZIDI

Emmanuel Paraschos shows off the front of The Women’s Journal.

Much has changed for
women journalists
BY TOUNAROUZE EL YAZIDI

B

oston is well known as the birthplace of the American Revolution,
but it may be less well known as a
beginning for women in journalism.
First published in 1870, The Women’s
Journal was almost exclusively written
and edited by women and covered issues
such as the suffrage movement.
The journal had a diverse audience.
It was sold nationwide and in 39 foreign
countries for 61 years.
“The paper was full of opinions but
was very popular,” said Emmanuel
Paraschos, a journalism professor at
Emerson College, and author of The
Boston Journalism Trail. The book offers a walking tour of 39 locations related
to historic publications. The Women’s
Journal is the 25th stop on the trail.
The journal allowed women to prove
themselves in an industry dominated by
men. “They would not allow men to work
there. They wanted to be all women running the show,” Paraschos said.
Female journalists in the 19th century were faced with issues concerning
gender inequality that were covered by
The Women’s Journal.
“It must not have been easy for them at
that time, that's why they chose to make
their own medium,” Paraschos said.
He believes that an increase in the integration of women in the field of journalism
is crucial to its evolution as “their stories
tend to be slightly different. They have a
more sensitive ear to society, and they have
different priorities than men,” he said.
As for the status of women in journalism today, Shirley Leung, a business
columnist at The Boston Globe, has noticed a persistent increase in women interested in the field. “I don't think there
is a shortage of women going into the
field. It’s great!” she said.
In fact, more women than men are

enrolled in journalism schools today, according to Data USA. For instance, at the
University of Missouri, 467 women received journalism degrees in 2016 compared to 192 men, according to the website.
Leung believes that newsrooms are
more gender equal than ever. The unbalanced ratios that are most prominent
are the ones regarding the management
of newspapers.
“It does all come down to having
more women in management because
then you can have more women at the
table-setting policies,” Leung said.
Additionally, Leung discussed ways in
which the industry can facilitate the integration of women into the newsroom.
She suggested that companies focus
on policies that support women and
families such as parental leave. By addressing women’s needs in the workplace, more specifically journalism,
Leung believes that more equal ratios
can be achieved.
“I think companies or newspapers
have to be intentional in wanting to advance women in the workplace. We just
need some more flexibility,” she said.
She also believes that the field of
journalism as an industry is more welcoming and less limiting of women
today than 25 years ago.
“I feel like women feel like they have
a path to any job in the newsroom, and
part of it is because there are role models.
We see other women there,” said Leung.
With the creation of publications
such as The Women’s Journal, the legacy of women in journalism has come a
long way, according to Paraschos.
Those early female journalists “were
well educated and accomplished women”
said Paraschos. “They didn't have the
right to vote, men were pushing them
around, and they took it upon themselves
to have their voice heard,” he said.
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A fearless leader and a theatrical star
work to remember the past
BY EMMA WILLIAMS

W

ith the newly founded
Abolition Acre Project, two social activists, Peter Snoad and
Christle Rawlins-Jackson, hope to bring
recognition to a forgotten side of history.
Run by the Beacon Hill Scholars, the
Abolition Acre Project is planned to run
in the near future throughout areas in
City Hall Plaza where abolitionist activity was commonly directed in the
18th century. The project which is still
awaiting funding will include a walking
tour with stops at commemorative landmarks. Each will highlight the work and
importance of historic abolitionists who
tirelessly devoted their lives to end slavery in America and gain equality for all.
Peter Snoad, a former reporter and
a current British-American playwright,
has been a vocal advocate for equal
rights among all, regardless of color.
Through his productions, “The Guided
Play” and “Raising David Walker,”
Snoad urged the audience to link past
historical events, such as the Abolition
movement in Boston, to similar events
of racism in the city today.
Snoad is a member of the Community
Change Organization, an anti-racism,
non-profit that brings attention to racial inequality. His new theater production, which is currently in the works,
deals with past history of slavery in
Massachusetts.
Christle Rawlins-Jackson, the president of the project has activism in her
blood. Before joining the project she
was the design director for a newspaper
and still works as an artist.
“Genealogy fed my art,” said
Rawlins-Jackson, adding that her family’s history inspired her to enter the
arena of social justice.

PHOTO CREDIT: EMMA WILLIAMS

Christle Rawlins-Jackson and Peter Snoad bring attention to racial inequality.
Together the two activists have
worked to elevate the contributions
of abolitionists such as David Walker,
William Lloyd Garrison, and the founder
of the project Horace Seldon. Only then
will the public be able to make the links
to become active and successful within
this conflict, they said.
“[They] are the spark and we are the
activators,” Rawlins-Jackson said.
City officials have expressed their
interest in helping put forth the project
and the project is working to persuade
the city to write a formal commitment
to the Abolition Acre Project. Only then
will the approach to solicit for financial
contributions be able to happen logistically with proper private corporation

funding and potential donors. In doing
so, through this project they hope to provide the public will the proper information to educate them on this history.
When asked about the future, the two
commented that the goals of this project
are to inform the public of the violent
past, raise consciousness of ongoing racial tensions, and urge those who have
the potential to change the narrative
moving forward – the youth.
Although we cannot alter the past,
the youth are the individuals who have
the power to prevent any further complications in our society.
As Christle Rawlins-Jackson put it,
“If you were an abolitionist today, what
would you like to abolish?”

To keep or to
alter history
BY EMMA WILLIAMS AND JENNY FERM

B

oston activists sparked a recent controversy that has forced officials to
discuss a possible name change for
the city’s iconic Faneuil Hall.
Peter Faneuil, the founder of the marketplace, was a slave owner who built and then
donated Faneuil Hall to Boston. It is believed
that the site was built by slaves, stirring the
controversy throughout the city.
Kevin Peterson of the New Democracy
Coalition has proposed to rename the location after Crispus Attucks, a runaway slave
who was said to be the first casualty in the
American Revolution. After nearly a year of
ongoing discussion, a petition was submitted
to the Boston City Council in June to propose
the change. No decision has been made.
A variety of people in the Boston area
voiced differing opinions about the renaming of the hall. For more than 200 years, the
cobblestone streets lined with vendor's selling
everything from lemonade to souvenirs has
attracted individuals from all over the world.
One person against renaming the hall
was Ron Dudek from Connecticut, who commented, “Leave history alone.”
An individual in favor of the name change
was Julia Smith, a college student from the
area that said, “Slave owning is an unjust
and an unacceptable matter in which history
should not be built on.”
Liv Timmins, a high school teacher from
Medford who also wishes to see the name
changed stated, “Those who upheld that system shouldn’t be glorified for what they did.”
Other individuals remain neutral, understanding the importance of both sides.
Jeremy Provance said, “I can acknowledge that it may be important to be conscious
of moving social awarenesses to maintain
historical landmarks, but also acknowledge
new perspectives.”
A final decision remains to be decided
upon. Although individuals have been expressing their own opinions, ultimately it will be up
to the Boston City Council to determine the
outcome of this ongoing debate.

A HISTORY LESSON WORTH REMEMBERING
BY KENYA BAILEY

B

ostonians and tourists
walk past history everyday, and many may not
even realize the historical significance of the area they are treading upon.
The Abolition Acre Project,
still in its early stages, is being
created to honor and celebrate the
abolitionist movement in Boston.
The Beacon Hill Scholars,
a non-profit volunteer group
of history enthusiasts, are currently in the talking stages with
the city of Boston to implement
the Abolition Acre. The group is
working to secure funds, hoping
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to receive most of their funding
from private contributions.
The group will need to get permits from the city to locate the
placement of the kiosks.
Horace Seldon, who recently
passed away, was the founder of
this project. Boston is a city that
many tourists and locals walk
through daily, but the history
of the area had been forgotten
until Seldon and the Beacon Hill
Scholars channeled their efforts
into showcasing hidden history.
Seldon started the tours
years ago. According to Christle
Rawlins-Jackson the president
of the Abolition Acre Project.

Seldon brought life to the tours
that very few could accomplish.
Also involved in the efforts is
Project Coordinator Peter Snoad.
The tour features important
snippets of African American history in the Beacon Hill area that
have been ignored, according to
Rawlins-Jackson and Snoad.
Tour stops include, the
Redbrick Corridor, The Old
Courthouse and Prison, the intersection of Cornhill and Franklin
Avenue and Washington Street.
Snoad said there are no landmarks in that area now.
The tour stops, which include
information on the Anti-Slavery

Women’s Society and William
Lloyd Garrison’s work, help demonstrate how the North was not
completely the anti-slavery institution that American history has
taught people. Snoad said that
this project aims to bring historical figures to life through visual
and audio technology.
Rawlins-Jackson adds that
the mission of the project is to
spark a conversation about the
roles of both the northern and
southern states, but also connect
it to the role white people play in
American history.
While the South was seen as
the main component of slavery,

the North benefited from all the
work done in the South. RawlinsJackson said. She explained that
the North made the textiles that
came from cotton that came from
the South.
Rawlins-Jackson said, “The
North is like the belly of the beast.”
The past is essential to our
growth as a country which
is what Snoad and RawlinsJackson understand and are trying to convey with this project.
Rawlins-Jackson said, “You
don’t have to go to square one
to try and figure out how to
change things it's been done before effectively.”
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FASHION WITHOUT
BARRIERS

New gallery in
Boston featuring
inclusive fashion
BY CAROL LIU

Dr. James O’Connell provides medical help to the homeless.
SHADOWS continued from page 1

According to a 2008 study conducted by Boston.gov to track homelessness, 14.5 percent of homeless
people suffered from mental disorders, 35.5 percent reported a disabling condition or physical disability
and 28 percent reported substance
abuse. The 2017-2018 Boston census
recorded 2,341 homeless single adults
and 1,123 homeless families.
O’Connell explained that many
homeless individuals fail to seek treatment in traditional hospitals where the
fast-paced environment causes some
to feel uncomfortable, neglected and
untrusting. The BHCHP focuses on
forming emotional connections with
their patients so they feel welcomed.
“Imagine standing on a corner
drinking coffee, and these people walk
past you and you hear one of them say,
‘Ain’t that pitiful?’” said Larry Adams
who became homeless in the 80s. “You

forget one important thing and most
people do: they’re human beings too.
Homeless people are people too. You
might be where they are at anytime, it
can happen to anyone.”
Adams first came to the BHCHP as a
patient. He chose to spend many nights
on the streets rather than in a ruleheavy shelter. After battling cocaine
addiction and alcoholism, he became
sober through the support of BHCHP
and has lived in an apartment for the
past six years.
O’Connell described how the minority of homeless people who stay
on the streets do so, not because they
want to stay there, but because they
refuse to stay in shelters for reasons
ranging from wanting to stay with a
spouse, to mental illness symptoms.
“There is this one guy who lived
under a bridge on the Charles River,”
O’Connell said. “He explained to me
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that when he goes into the shelter,
he can’t tell which voices he is listening to are his. When he’s alone under
the bridge, he knows when he hears
voices - they’re his own.”
To prevent generational poverty
that creates new homeless people each
year, education and other government
programs must be reinvigorated to ensure that no person becomes homeless
as a result of failed systems, O’Connell
explained.
As for people who were homeless and fully recover, O’Connell says
those cases are extremely rare.
“Most homeless people that I see
don’t get out of it, and the success
is that they can stay sober for three
months or maybe still struggle but
get into housing,” O’Connell said. “I
get nervous that we do a disservice to
homeless people when we start to celebrate the big successes.”
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Can soccer fever be felt in Boston during the World Cup? USA Soccer is sitting on the sidelines this year, but the Hub is still abuzz
with the flavor of international football... for many people, anyways. Visit us at nehsjc.org/TheRenaissance as we take the pulse of
fans across the city.
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T

he Fashion Accessibility Project opened a
new exhibit at the Open Door Gallery in
Boston in May, featuring unique clothing
pieces custom-designed to the needs and lifestyle
of a different disabled model.
Malia Lazu from the Epicenter Community
worked with VSA Massachusetts and ArtsEmerson,
among many other organizations, on the idea of
making fashion for disabled people not only practical, but also beautiful. Many models expressed a
desire for more flattering fashion options.
“Disability needs to be sexy, too,” said
Nicole Agois with a smile, who works for VSA
Massachusetts, an organization that works
around the intersection between disabilities and
the arts. As a talented musician, Agois knows the
power of art when it comes to making a difference. She believes “fashion is not trivial.” Rather,
it can be a statement.
“So much of what we put on dictates how we
feel,” agrees Nicole Olusanya, who works with
ArtsEmerson, an organization in Boston that
helped with the initiative. Like Agois, Olusanya
has a personal connection to this project. A former arts director at a Boston public high school,
she helped put on a fashion show for disabled
students who did not always feel integrated.
“It was an opportunity for all the students
to feel recognized and seen...to have your fellow
classmates recognize you as their peer was so
powerful,” she said.
In Massachusetts alone, there are 1.6 million
people with disabilities, including 20 percent of
students in Boston Public Schools.
However, in terms of fashion, the disabled
community can often be marginalized. Many face
difficulties performing tasks able-bodied people
don’t think twice about: buttoning a shirt, putting
on pants, changing out of clothes.
One of the models, Cheri Blauwet, is a
Paralympic athlete, as well as a doctor and a
mother. Being wheelchair-bound, many characteristics of normal dresses are impractical,
such as buttons. Jay Calderin, director of Boston
Fashion Week, designed a dress for her that has
magnetic buttons, and the train of the dress
drapes against the wheelchair, making the wheelchair part of the dress rather than as a barrier.
Another model, Keith Jones, gives public presentations, but he’s also a frequent traveler by
airplane, requiring him to look well-dressed but
also comfortable. The designer, Peda Edouard,
came up with a hybrid of a sweatsuit and a suit
so it can be functional for Jones’s lifestyle.
Agois claims that some of the best feedback
they’ve received is when someone says, “I’ve
never thought about the barriers.” The initiative
is sparking new conversations around disability,
something that the organizers believe is a main
hope of the gallery.
“In Boston, we’ve created a bit of a movement,” she said.
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